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SUMMARY OF THE

MEMBERSHIP AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE MEETING

JANUARY 13, 1999

The Membership and Outreach Committee of the National Environmental Laboratory
Accreditation Conference (NELAC) met Wednesday, January 13, 1999, at 1 p.m. Eastern
Standard Time (EST) as part of the Fourth NELAC Interim Meeting in Bethesda, MD.  The
meeting was led by its chair, Dr. Irene E. Ronning of the Oregon Public Health Laboratory.  A list
of action items is given in Attachment A.  A list of participants is given in Attachment B.  The
purpose of the meeting was to cover the issues of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs),
availability of NELAC Presentation Materials on the NELAC Website, and the role of the
NELAC Historian.

INTRODUCTION

Dr. Irene Ronning, and the committee members introduced themselves and their roles in NELAC. 
Dr. Ronning described the charge of the Membership and Outreach Committee to the audience. 
The committee approved the December 3, 1998, teleconference minutes with one change to the
text.  The change was to delete the reference to Dr. Ronning contacting Chuck Wibby about
conducting a survey as this survey has already been done by the Transition Committee.

The audience was much larger than anticipated and not enough handouts were available.  The
Chair will send handouts to interested parties.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQS)

The committee has been considering posting FAQs on the NELAC Website for new people
involved with NELAC and to keep previously addressed issues from being continually raised.  The
committee would like to have the FAQs on the Website before the next meeting.  A list of FAQs
gathered from various sources was available as a handout.

PRESENTATION MATERIALS ON THE NELAC WEBSITE

Dr. Ronning mentioned that Dr. Kenneth Jackson, Chair of NELAC Board of Directors, sent a
charge to the NELAC State Representatives that told them of their responsibility to talk about
NELAC in their states.  Dr. Ronning commended Mr. Jerry Parr and Mr. Chuck Wibby for their
efforts in making presentations in several different state locations and offering NELAC the use of
the presentation materials for the NELAC Website as well as permission to alter them to suit out
needs.

The committee has tried to get the NELAC Director=s approval to post presentation materials on
the NELAC Website.  The Director had concerns about people being able to change posted
presentation materials.  One alternative that has been presented is to post the materials without the
EPA logo on them. The committee is attempting to receive the Director=s approval at this time. 



Membership and Outreach Committee Page 2 of 4 January  13, 1999

An audience member suggested the possibility of using the Website as a referral to the location of
the presentation materials if approval cannot be obtained.
Dr. Ronning said the presentation materials would be set up by sections so presenters can use
what they need.  Suggestions for sections include: Structure of NELAC, History of NELAC, and
the Accreditation Process.

NELAC HISTORIAN

The need for a NELAC Historian became more urgent with the retirement of Dr. Charles Hartwig. 
Don Zahniser volunteered for the position of NELAC Historian. The NELAC Historian position is
important to show where NELAC has been and where it is going.  In addition, having a history of
NELAC on record, to set the stage on where it stands now, is important.  The audience suggested
duties that they would like to see the NELAC Historian undertake.  These included a history of
the issues, to show why they have been resolved the way they have.  Another possible duty would
be to provide an Archives for NELAC.  This could show the intent of past changes in the future. 
The committee pointed out that there already is an Archive link in the NELAC Website.  The
committee urged all committees to add any relevant documentation. 

REVIEW OF THE NELAC WEBSITE

A handout was provided to the audience which serves as a reminder of what is on the NELAC
Website.  The audiences=s main concern regarding the Website was the backlog in posting minutes
and announcements.  The audience requested that the committee pass this concern onto the
appropriate channels.  Dr. Ronning mentioned that there is no chat room capability on the
Website, but there is a forum in which questions can be posted.

OTHER ISSUES

There was a recommendation that the Membership and Outreach Committee should  issue press
releases to journals and association publications.
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Attachment A

ACTION ITEMS

MEMBERSHIP AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE MEETING

JANUARY 13, 1999

Item
No.

Action Date to be
Completed

1. The Committee will post the FAQs section and recommend it for
posting on the NELAC Website.

June 28, 1999

2. The Committee will seek approval from the NELAC Director to post
presentation materials on the NELAC Website and prepare such
materials for posting.

3. The Committee will talk to appropriate personnel about the meeting
audience=s concern regarding the backlog of posting minutes and
announcements on the NELAC Website.

4. The Committee will investigate the possibility of releasing press
releases to journals and association publications.

5. Dr. Ronning offered to send committee handouts to interested parties



Membership and Outreach Committee Page 4 of 4 January  13, 1999

PARTICIPANTS

MEMBERSHIP AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE MEETING

JANUARY 13, 1999

Name Affiliation Address 

Ronning, Irene

Chair

Oregon Public Health
Laboratory

T: (503) 229 - 5505
F: (503) 229 - 5682
E: irene.e.ronning@state.or.us

Baldi, Diana

(absent)

Excel Partnership, Inc. T: (800) 641 - 6799
F: (847) 918 - 7393
E: baldifamily@compuserve.com

Carter, Rhonda

(absent)

New Technologies Envir.
Consulting Inc.

T: (302) 834 - 4110
F: (302) 834 - 4151
E: rcarter@ntechinc.com

Ciolek, Michael

(absent)

USEPA/QAQPS T: (919) 541 - 4921
F: (919) 541 - 1039
E: ciolek.michael@epamail.epa.gov

Cox, Nilda

(absent)

Montgomery Watson
Laboratories

T: (626) 568 - 6470
F: (626) 568 - 6324
E: nilda.cox@mw.com

Mills, George Vermont State Public Health
Laboratory

T: (802) 863 - 7612
F: (802) 863 - 7632
E: gmills@vdh.state.vt.us

Santos, Robin

(absent)

Southwest Research Institute T: (210) 522 - 2027
F: (210) 522 - 3692
E: rsantos@swri.edu

Sodano, Michael State of Maine, Health & Env.
Testing Labs

T: (207) 287 - 1929
F: (207) 287 - 6832E:
michael.c.sodano@state.me.us

Zahniser, Don Eastman Kodak Co., Env.
Analytical Services

T: (716) 722 - 3331
F: (716) 477 - 8468
E: zahniser@kodak.com

Reading, Helen
(Contractor Support)

Research Triangle Institute T: (202) 728 - 2044
F: (202) 728 - 2095
E: hmr@rti.org


